'-r- 


AYS GARTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Chairman 

Vice-Chairman 


J.  Sunter 
Mr  s . A . Ma  s on 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Helical  Officer  of  Health 

W,  Sharpe  - M.B.,  Ch.3,,  B.Sc.,  D.P.H. 
s J.  L,  Cotton  - M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


(To  3 0/9/ 55) 
(From  1/1/55) 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 


N.  G.  Kayne  - A.R.  San.  1.,  M.S.I.A. 
K.  J,  Jolley  - D.P.A.,  M.S.I.A. 


(To  2?/5/54) 

(From  9/6/54) 


s Contributions  to  salary  fron  Exchequer 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


To  the  Chairnan  and  Members,  of.  the 
AYSGARTH  RURAL,. JD I STR 1 C T COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairnan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1955. 


As  you  are  aware,  I was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  1st  January  1955?  hence  this  report  covers  the  work  carried  out 
by  ny  predecessor.  Dr*  W.  Sharpe. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  been  very  satisfactory  during 
the  year  under  review.  The  birth-rate  was  lower  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales  and  the  death-rate  considerably  higher  than  the 
national  figure.  However,  too  much  importance  should  not  be 
attached  to  these  figures  which  are  apt  to  vary  widely  from  year 
to  year  in  areas  of  snail  populations.  A pleasing  feature  was  the 
absence  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  outstanding  need  of  the  district  is  for  a pure  water  supply 
to  replace  the  existing  polluted  supplies  used  in  the  upper  dale. 
This  should  be  treated  as  urgent  and  given  priority  over  other 
denancLs  on  the  Council’s  limited  financial  resources. 

I an,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  L.  COTTON 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2881762x 


SECTION  A 


C a ) GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres)  8l9032 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate  of 

Resident  Population  mid-year  1954..  ••  3 9 

Population  (1931  census)  .. 

Population  (1951  census)  , . 

Inhabited  houses  

Rateable  Value  

Product  of  id.  rate 


09  00  *0  *0 


9 • 0 0 


0 0 9 0 9 0 


4,257 
3,607 
1,250 
0.3,756 
£55/14/8 


(b)  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Death,  Rate  of  . inf  ant,  s under  .one,  year  of  _aye 

All  infants  per  1C00  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate 

live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 


0 

0 

0 

0 


England 
& Wales 

25.5 


0 


. 

' 


. 
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CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


| Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total  j 

Tuberculosis 

2 i 

0 

2 

Malignant  disease 

1 

5 

6 

Cardio  Vascular 

18 

21 

39 

Leukaemia , aleukaemla 

1 

0 

1 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

0 

3 ! 

Digestive  diseases 

2 

0 

! 2 

Other  diseases 

3 

2 

5 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

Other  accidents 

1 

0 

. .1  | 

1 Suicide 

1 

0 

l 

| TOTAL  DEATHS  - 

66 

ALL  CAUSES 

35 

31 

POPULATION  TREND 


NATIONAL 


It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  V7  of  the 
above  Act  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  suitable  pre- 
mises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 


SECTION  B 


HEALTH  SERVICES.  IN  THE  AREA 


The  details  of  staff  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  report. 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Public  Health  Lab 
oratory,  Friarage  Hospital,  Northallerton. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

The  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  County  Council  supply  ambulance 
services  from  their  stations  at  Northallerton  and  Bainbridge. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

Local  Hospital  accomodation  is  provided  in  Northallerton  by 
the  Northallerton  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Newcastle 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  In  addition,  a number  of  residents  re- 
ceive both  in-patient  and  out-patient  treatment  at  Lancaster  and 
Bradford  hospitals. 


NURSING 


The  Hone  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Mid-wifery  service  is  under 


the  general  direction  of  the  Comity  Council,  with  the  day-to-day 
administration  being  dealt  with  by  the  Wen si ey dale  Area  Local 
Health  Sub -C  omit  tee . Three  district  nurse /midwives  operate  in 

the  area. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  equivalent  of  0,3  whole  tine  Domestic  Help  was  employed 
in  the  district  during  the  year  and  worked  a total  of  799  houses. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  recruit  suitable  domestic  helps  in  the 
area  o 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  C IRCUMSTANCES 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

There  has  been  no  improvement  during  the  year  of  the  water 
supplies  in  the  area.  Several  of  the  supplies  are  grossly  con- 
taminated and  are  only  fit  for  human  consumption  after  boiling. 

A scheme  to  eliminate  these  polluted  supplies  is  an  urgent  nec- 
essity - however  it  will  probably  bo  always  necessary  to  treat  the 
supply  in  order  to  obtain  a pure  water  in  view  of  the  heavy  surface 
contamination  which  is  common  in  the  upper  dale. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

No  new  schemes  have  been  started  in  the  year  under  review. 

The  Hawes  works  continued  to  yield  a very  unsatisfactory  effluent 
due  to  the  overloading  caused  by  the  large  amount  of  surface  water 
gaining  access  to  the  sewerage  system.  This  water,  or  a large 
part  of  it,  will  have  to  be  excluded  before  a satisfactory  effluent 
can  be  obtained, 

A number  of  villages  are  still  without  adequate  sewerage  and 

schemes  are  very  desirable 
the  Council  should  be 
supply  before  dealing 


by  the  Council  and  has 
collection  service  were 


in  dealing  with  the  unfit 
houses  in  the  area.  Once  the  housing  survey  is  completed  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  problem  ascertained,  it  should  be  possible  to  make 
a start  on  this  urgent  requirement. 

Tables  relating  to  housing  are  to  be  found  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector's  section. 


sewage  disposal  schemes.  Although  these 
it  is  felt  that  the  economic  resources  of 
directed  to  the  provision  of  a pure  water 
with  these  other  problems. 


This  has  continued  to  be  carried  out 
been  satisfactory.  No  (extensions  in  the 
made  during  the  year. 


SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


No  progress  was  made  during  the  year 


SECTION  E 


(1)  MEAT 

In  July  195*+?  the  Ministry 
since  19*+ 0 for  the  slaughtering 
human  consumption,  relinquished 
reverted  to  the  pre-war  basis. 


of  Food  who  had  been  responsible 
of  all  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  for 
their  powers  and  slaughtering 


' 


' 


■:  ■ > 


< 


• . 


Seven 


slaughterhouses  have  been  licensed  by  the  local  authority 
in  this  area  - this  reversion  to  private  slaughtering  can  only  be 
regarded  as  a retrograde  step  iron  a Public  health  point  of  view. 
Whilst  the  Loyburn  abattoir  lex t nuch  to  be  desired,  the  principle 


of  centralised 
ion,  I might 


si aught 
add 


ring  is  sound  and  ensures  10 On  meat  inspect- 
that  100$  meat  inspection  is  still  carried  out 


in  the  area  but  only  because  your  Sanitary  Inspector  devotes  an  in- 
creasingly large  proportion  of  his  time  to  this  work. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  inter-departmental  Committee’s  Report  on 
slaughterhouses  with  their  recommendation  for  a policy  of  moderate 
concentration  be  implemented  at  an  early  date.  This  report  esti- 
mates that  approximately  lh-2  slaughterhouse  areas  would  adequately 
serve  the  entire  needs  for  England  and  Wales. 

(2)  OTHER  FOODS 

Details  are  to  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section, 

SECTION  F 


The  following  figures  relate  to  the  immunisation  state  of  the 
child  populations- 

Age  Group  Immunised 

0 ~ V - 66$ 

5 - lbr  99$ 

Those  figures  are  satisfactory  although  the  figure  for  the 
0 - A group  should  be  raised  to  at  least  79a>* 


VACCINATION 

Of  the  children  born  during  195^,  67$  have  boon  notified  as 
having  been  vaccinated  against  smallpox.  This  figure  is  very 
commendable  and  much  above  the  average  for  the  country  at  the 
present  time. 


v.r 


■ ■ 


/ 

,~G~% 


TtWAiCDLC 


C‘ 


There  wer 19  cases  Pulmonary  tuberculosis 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  on  the  register  as  at  the 
This  gives  a rate  cf  6 u gS  cases  of  tuberculosis 
as  compared  with  6*62  in  1953  - 


and  3 cases.,  of  non- 
gist  December  195*+ 
per  1000  population 


<• 


APPENDIX 

IjltS^  ..OUT  BY  TUP  SANITARH  1NSPHKXC0R 

A total  of  959  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  an  analysis  of  these  is  given  below. 


I 

i 

Inspections 

Informal 

Notices 

j 

Complied 

with 

J Statutory 
Notices 

i Not  com- 
plied with  | 

i 

| Council  Works 

! 

390 

- 

j Housing 
s 

188  1 

10 

10 

1 

{ Dairies  and 
; Cowsheds  | 

23 

- ! 

- 

' 

:: 

! Public  Health i 
Acts  | 

! 

! 

: 

358  j 

) 

10 

! 

O i 

O 

3 ! 

2 
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WATBR  SUPPLIES 


4-1  Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  as  follows s- 


r 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory  J 

Ha  we  s 

3 

5 | 

Hardraw 

1 

2 

Carperby 

2 

- 

He whig gin  & Th oral by 

3 

2 

| Addlebrough  Regional  Supply 

5 

2 

Appersett 

- 

1 

Askrigg 

2 

2 

| West  Burton 

3 

1 

Private  Supplies 

3 

4 

It  should  he  noted  that  the  unsatisfactory  samples  vary  from 
"more  than  10  Coliform  organism  per  rnililitre"  to  "more  than  180 
per  rnililitre".  Samples  from  Hawes  and  Hardraw  are  quite  often 
180  + . 


Table  showing  population  supplied  from  Public  Water  mains. 


[ Parish 

Houses 

Population 

Abbotside  High 

85 

284 

Abbot side  Low 

2 7 

71  I 

| Askrigg 

143 

476  1 

I Ays garth 

65 

260 

Ba inbridge 

i?o 

428 

| Bishop dale 

Bur  t on- cum -W al den 

97 

22  7 ! 

Carperby- cum- Th or esby 

66 

197 

Hawes 

376 

982 

He whig gin 

22 

64 

Th oral by 

45 

118 

Thornton  Rust 
11 

34  ( 

114 

Total  number  of  houses  in  Area ..  1,250 

Total  number  of  houses  supplied  from  Public  Mains  1,110 

Total  number  of  houses  where  supply  is 

satisfactory  ..  ..  5 62 

Total  number  of  houses  where  supply  is 

unsatisfactory  . . . 536 


> * 
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Table  showing  number  of  hous es  cpnnect.od  to  Public  .Sewers 


Parish  1 

Jo.  of  Houses 

Population  Served  I 

Abbot side  High 

49 

!42 

Abbot side  Low 

- 1 

mm  I 

Askrigg 

- 1 

mm 

Aysgarth 

51  ! 

21 7 

Bainbridge 

1^5 

412 

Bishop dale 

- 

** 

Bur  t on- cum-Vial  den 

- 

- 

Carperby-cum-Thor e sby 

59 

178 

Hawes 

363 

962 

Newbiggin  & Thoralby 

- 

— 

Thornton  Rust 

i 

i 

f 

1 A- 

672 

1,911 

1 1 

With  a total  population  of  approximately  3 >474, 

the  percentage  for  which  sewerage  is  provided  is  54$ 

HOUSING  SURVEY 


Houses  surveyed  were  classified  as  follows s- 


Total  number  of  houses *.  . » 

Total  number  of  houses  surveyed 

Class  1,  Satisfactory  in  all  respects  . . . 

Class  2.  Minor  defects  

Class  3.  Repairs  or  structural  alterations 

Class  4-.  Suitable  for  improvement  work  under 
the  Housing  Act  194-9  . . . . , , 

Class  5.  Unfit  for  habitation  


1,250 

971 

142 

307 

384 

157 

138 


(a)  Total  number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the 

beginning  of  the  year  

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(c)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

(d)  Number  of  cases  relieved  . . 

(e)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


HOUSING  AND  NSW  BUILDINGS 
Houses  built  bv  Private  Enterprise 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  houses  under  construction 
and  those  completed  since  1945  in  the  various  parishes. 
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HOUGHS  BUI;  T BY  AYS  GARTH  R.  D.,  C . 


Parish 

To  31/12/53 

Completed 
by  31/13/5^ 

Under 

Construction 

Hawe  s 

18 

9 

8 

Bainbridge 

8 

- 

- 

Askrigg 

- 

- 

Carperby 

4 

2 

- 

Ays garth 

4 

- 

- 

West  Burton 

2 

TOTAL 

40 

' - - - ■ i ■ - 

11 

8 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 


Building  Byelaws  were  made  in  accordance  with  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936  and  approved  with  effect  from  4th  January  1954. 


PLANS 

20  plans  were  considered  during  the  year.  Details  are  shown 
in  the  table. 


New 

Build- 

ings 

Alter- 

ations 

to 

dwell- 

ings 

Garage 

& 

Sheds 

Cow- 

sheds 

& 

Dairies 

Other 
Buil  d- 
ings 

Con- 

version 

into 

flats 

Total 

Hawe  s 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

16 

. Bainbridge 

- 

1 

4 

mm 

1 

.. 

6 

Askrigg 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Carperby 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Ays garth 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Thornton  Rust 

~ 

_ 

— 

ttm 

Thoralby 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

mm 

1 

Bishop dale 

- 

- 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

H.  Abbot side 

— 

— 

M, 

mm 

West  Burton 

1 

1 

| 

** 

2 

TOTAL 

2 

1 3 

i 

1 10 

i 

1 

4 

• ..... 

10 

i, .. 

2 

31 

! 

..1 
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HOUSING  CONSOLIDATED  REGULATIONS 
1925  & 1912 

1.  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  . 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitiation  * ° • 133 

2.  The  number  of  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

in  consequence  of  informal  action . . . 10 

3.  The  number  of  representations  made  re  demolition, 
closing  orders,  etc. 

(a)  The  service  of  notices  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  Nil 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  ..  2 

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of 


works  . . . . Nil 

5.  The  number  of  houses  made  fit  after  the  service  of 

notices  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . Nil 


6.  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  ..  ..  2 

7.  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 
were  accepted  in  accordance  with  Section  11  (3)  of  the 


Housing  Act  1936 . . . . Nil 

8.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  Nil 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937 


SLAUGHTER  OF  AN  DIALS 


Until  July,  slaughter  of  food  animals  continued  to  be  central- 
ised at  Leyburn  and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  animals 
killed  and  inspected. 


• ^ 


# J 


o * 
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UoOS<2JS 

In  July,  seven  private  slaughterasea"  were  licensed  and  some  of 
the  butchers  started  to  kill  for  themselves  whilst  the  remainder 
bought  meat  killed  outside  the  Rural  District.  The  following 
table  shows  the  food  animals  killed  and  inspected. 

Bullocks  Heifers  Cows...,  Pi. os  Sheer 

13  k5  22  kl  1^-0 

The  following  carcases  and  organs  were  found  to  be  unfit. 


j TUBERCULOSIS 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Beast  Heads  *+ 
Beast  Plucks  3 
Pig  Heads  2 
Pig  Plucks  1 

Beast  Liver  9 

Sheep  Liver  1 

Pig  Plucks  3 

Entire  carcase 
and  organs  - 
Pig  1 

OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  foods  were  found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit  for 
consumption. 


26  lbs.  10  ozs. 
10  lbs.  b ozs. 

8 ozs. 


Tinned  Meats 
Tinned  Fruit 
Tinned  Fish 


f*  c * 


